Invocation




The secret of a good sermon is to have a good
beginning and a good ending, then having the two as
close together as possible.

- George Burns

® | would like to take my text from the 27th chapter of
Genesis (with apologies to Beyond the Fringe and
Alan Bennett):

‘ ‘ ) )
il e ; ; i’ _ ,_.. oy - - A K A k ! / = F @ i e o g
R e 0 L RS : T e i T i @ e W T e B i i : ool B (@ EREED z L P P QY M SN e L T ot T e i L i i .
'} e b s ) e -." e ) Aisnl = 4 IR Q - =wd & R R Eiees € | B | Ll | I Ll 19 & \ o i R e < iy . o
e b P i B e e Lkl S b D e e SRS e s e L e e S e OBl o P B e e e N s i i e L SR e S b




Great things are not done by impulse, but by a series
of small things brought together.

-Vincent van Gogh
® We can probably agree that:

® the basic technologies we need already exist (data
storage, data access, relational databases, machine

communication, networking....)
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When love and skill work together, expect a

masterpiece.
- John Ruskin (1819 - 1900)

® Fach of us is enthusiastic about building a VxO that
works for the kind of science we do

A O Y L PREE 1 Lo LI S L

o L2 i
e L=
';.-:: ARG :' '-] e

combin

- L

that with agreement about standards,
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All parts should go together without forcing.You must
remember that the parts you are reassembling were
disassembled by you.Therefore, if you can't get them
together again, there must be a reason. By all means,

do not use a hammer.
- IBM maintenance manual, 1925

® Don’t force what works for one VO on another;

i mstead concentrate on the common mterfaces
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It takes your enemy and your friend, working
together, to hurt you: the one to slander you, and the

other to get the news to you.
- Mark Twain, Following the Equator (1897)

® Most of us are already using data in one or another
of a small number of standard formats

® The software exists to translate among those
- formats, using XML as an intermediate step




The reason why lovers are never bored iS

that they are always talking of themselves.
- Duc de la Rochefoucauld (1613 - 1680)

® Need to establish a
forum to share our
ideas, both general
and technical

® VWhat does your
“box” look like!?

services The "small box"

VxO Kickoff, 20050522 J.B. Gurman



It will take mind and memory months and possibly

years to gather together the details....
- Mark Twain (1896)

® Hard-won lessons (from aVSO programmer;YMMYV)

® Figure out what the users need
® Agree on standards

° De5|gn the API f'rst and plan for change
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We must learn to live together as brothers or perish

together as fools.
- Martin Luther King Jr.

We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all
hang separately.

- Benjamin Franklin

® Grand experlment of HPSVOs is unllkely to be
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